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true or false, at least such as should have satisfied
the king for the present.

N. B. It is very reasonable to suggest here, that
these magicians and wise men of Egypt, and so
those afterwards at Babylon, had been usually called
together before, upon such occasions as those ; that
they had often interpreted dreams, perhaps for the
king himself, as well as for other people ; that some-
times they did perhaps make such interpretations
as came to pass, by which they maintained much of
their reputation among the people, as wise men and
as magicians : the same we see practised among us
to this day by many an ignorant old woman, with-
out the least claim to the venerable name of magi-
cian, much less of wise ; also we cannot doubt but
that the kings of Egypt and of Babylon did expect
and believe those magicians could interpret if they
would; it had been else a preposterous piece of
cruelty in Nebuchadnezzar to put all the magicians
and wise men to death, becaiise they did not tell him
his dream and the interpretation, if he did really
believe they were not able to do it; for it is certain
they did not pretend to be able to tell the dream,
though they did pretend to tell the interpretation;
but he certainly believed they were able to do both.

But when Pharaoh comes to talk with Joseph, he
honestly tells the king it was not in him; modestly
divesting himself of all claim to the honour which
he foresaw was going to be put upon him, and giv-
ing up the praise to the supreme agent, to whom it
was due, v. 16; It is not in me, but God shall give
Pharaoh an answer of peace; and then he goes on
to interpret the dream.

I give you this as an evidence of the difference in
the kinds of magic practised in those times; the
first sort, it is plain, were, as has been described,
mere men of learning, masters of science, namely,